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Herts Valleys Clinical Commissioning Group’s (HVCCG) decisions continue to dominate the work 
of the Health Scrutiny Committee (HSC).  HVCCG funding of Lawn was the focus of an 
information item at HSC (19 July).  Following that the Committee decided that a scrutiny of the 
decision was necessary and commissioned a topic group to consider the decision in detail.  
Members undertook a site visit to Lawn to see for themselves what the facility has to offer and to 
meet some of the staff.  On the day itself members heard from a wide range of partners affected 
by the CCG’s decision.  No one present could fail to be moved by the stories from parents and the 
impact this has had and will have on the children, parents and siblings.  The districts/boroughs on 
HSC were represented by the member from Hertsmere on the topic group.   
 
The scrutiny report has been published and the link to the papers, minutes and report can be 
accessed here.  The report recommendations are listed here  
 

2.1 That all partners agree and use protocols that are already in place more consistently 
to ensure effective, timely and thoughtful engagement to both understand the needs 
of users, stakeholders and partners and how this informs service delivery and 
development.  

 
2.2 That all partners develop and use mechanisms already in place more consistently to 

ensure partnership working operates maturely at a time of financial pressure within a 
challenged system and provide examples of how this will be achieved and measured.  

 
2.3 That services for our most vulnerable residents are commissioned, resourced and 

provided utilising a sound and authoritative evidence base.  
 
2.4 Using this experience (as outlined in recommendations 2.1, 2.2, 2.3) to inform future 

working and decision making 
 

Following the publication of the report the CCG and other witnesses will have a month in which to 
respond to the recommendations.  The impact of the implementation of those recommendations 
will be closely monitored by the Hertfordshire County Council HSC Impact of Scrutiny Sub 
Committee (ISSC).  
 
This is a challenging time for public sector organisations and in order to maintain a constructive 
approach regular contact is vital.  To further strengthen relations the HSC Concordat will be 
refreshed.  The Concordat underpins the work of the Committee with health partners and it should  
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operate on the principle of “no surprises”.  It is anticipated that the Concordat will be formally 
agreed by the end of this year.   
 
The HCC seminars are a helpful way of gaining an understanding of services.  They are open to 
district/borough members and we receive an invite via our scrutiny officers.   All seminars are held 
in the Council Chamber at County Hall.  A short presentation is made by the lead officer followed 
by questions from members.  Officers are working on the content of a seminar to cover the 
interface between health and social care early next year.  The date of the seminar will be 
confirmed in due course.   
 
 
Future Scrutinies 
 

 
1. HSC 5 October 

Members will hear an update on the Sustainability & Transformation Partnership.  In 
addition the East of England Ambulance Service (EEAST) will attend to outline the new 
approach to call handling and call out times.  The Ambulance Response Programme (ARP) 
is being rolled out nationally after a successful pilot across three regions in country.  

 
 
If you have any queries please get in touch with the Council member on HSC or 
Natalie Rotherham, Head of Scrutiny at Hertfordshire County Council 
(natalie.rotherham@hertfordshire.gov.uk).  
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